‘leve me when I told them the truth—

rrauduieni Confession

Failed to Throw Police
Off Criminal’s Tracks

2

By LEO GIBSON.
“l did it—yes, | killed and robbed Richard!”

Two persons—a man .and a boy—each made this con-
‘ession of having slain and robbed Richard H. Duvall, fif-
#en years old, protege of the Sisters of Notre Dame at
[rinity College, Brookland, D. C.—a confession which each
uust have known as he uttered it meant death on the gal-
ows—by the hangman’s noose—when presented to a jury.

Each of them told a. different story, with minute de-
ails, of not only circumstances which led up to the killing,
»at of the actual firing of two shots which ended the life of
Juvall, a lad with a promising career.

Boy Comrade Confesses.

In a dark, gloomy room at the'rteued to :u.vins slain and robbed
e precinct pelice station a pale- | Duvall, declaring that he had delib-
nth ‘ erately lured the lad to a clump of
aced boy—Daniel Betz, sixteen )f_‘" woods near the Catholic University,
*ld, pal’of the murdered Trinity Col-|io rob him of his ntonth's salary and
tge employe—cowered by the pres-|,ihor savings—$29—and to kill him
‘nce and persistent questioning of ¢ ,acessary in his determination to
ig, husky plain clothes and uniform| ..t the money.
wlicemen, although innocent of any Last Thursday Webster was con-
onection with the crime, declared . i.icd before a jury in Criminal Di-
hat he had fired the shots which

vision No. 1, Jus iding,
vuffed out the lfe of his friend and| o¢ the murder of"'f,;ﬁ'l’f“dﬁpe”:';”‘":,
omrade, )

1 sentenced by Justice Gould to pay the
“They—the police—would not penalty for the crime ,unless some-
thing unforseen develops.

It was only after three days of
persistent and severe questioning and
examination at Police Headquarters
that Webster confessed and declared:
“I did it—I killed and robbed Rich-
ard:”

be-

hat I had net killed Richard,” ex-
laimed Betz to the writer. “They
lled me with question after question
~they insisted I ‘tell the truth” I
ad told the truth. T told them I had
‘® conmection with the death of my
riend. But they would not believe
ie. For hours they questioned me—
hey took me to the scene of the
irder. They showed me the blood
rom Riehard’s death wounds which
15 matted on the grass where his
sy was found pierced with two bul-
t2. They told me I knew all about
murder and that they wanted
othing but ‘the truth,’ I couldn't
and t—ghe questioning—any longer
4 in%desperation and believing they
ould let me go home, 1 told them:

Yes, I did it—I killed and robbed
tichard.”

Wouldn't Stand Text.

But .after the arrest of Webster,
vho was taken into custody for ex-
amination after the confession had
been made by Betz, the detectives and
uniformed policemen began to see
that the youth's admission of guilt

did not stand up—that the evidence
thesw had against him would not be
given much credence in court. They
realized they had to start on a ngw
tack—and Webster seemed to be the

most logical suspect that had been
Then Farm Hand Confesses. taken into custody.
™ ~ : = =
"hree days later Charles Ross Web- The twelve jurors, who for three
ter, fmyfﬂ\-o, ‘ov-raﬂr of the|days last week listened intently to |
*rm of Trinity College, also con-|(he police evidence and the argiunients | death,
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Electric Heaters
for Quick Comfort

~ This Fall Electric Heaters are taking the chill out
of cool mornings and evenings in thousands of homes.
Is vours among them’

There is no smoke, no
odor, no flame—just quick
want it.

Surprisingly  inexpensive

0 buy and use.

THREE STYLES '

Prices from

$950 to $11

JUST RUN YOUR HOOVER OVER —

and the rugs are electrically beaten, swept and suction
cleaned. That is why most people prefer Hoovers.
Suction alone cannot €qual suction aided by efficient
sweeping and beating: To clean thoroughly have a

Hoover. Also it straightens crushed nap, brightens col-
orings and prolongs the wear of any rug or carpet.
Terms if

Reserve a Hoover
For Christmas' )

$47.50 up

Desired
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How Capital Police Solved Mj}étery of th

of the Government and counsel for
Webster, whose life perhaps hung in
the balance, brought a verdict with-
in fifteen minutes that he was guilty
of the crime—guilty of first degree
murder, They realized—these twelve
talesmen—that the penalty for the
crime was death.

What might have happened had
this boy of sixteen, who conjured up
in his imagingtive brain a picture
story of how he had shot, killed, and
robbed his friend and comrade—his
constant companion whom he loved
more than anything on earth?

Betz's father is dead, his mother is
in a hospital, and he is employed. at
the Marist College. The fathers never
believed him guilty of the crime
which stirred Washington to its
depths. It was one of the mosat
brutal in the annals of the Washing-
ton Police Department.

Charged Third Degree.

Frank S. Smith, tounsel for Web-
ster when he was on trial last week,
charged the police with using the
“third degree” on his client in obtain
ing the confession of guilt. He
charged that the detectives had
threatened to put Webster in a “sweat
pox" if he did not confess; that they
made him promises: that they de-
prived him of clothing to keep his
body warm.

“Now, didn't you put him through
the third degree to get this confes-
sion?" shouted Attorney Smith, as De-
tective Sergt. Edward J. Kelly, of
Police Headquarters, was testifving
concerning the admission of guilt that
Webster had made to him three dars
after his arrest as a suspect in the
Case,

“Third degree.” rejoined Kelly. with’
some heat. “What do you mean by

o'clock, apparently o
more and vieit
some clothing,

“But, I'i1 be back tomerrow,” he as-
sured one of the sisters who clasped
his hand and wished him well. But,
he did not come back on the morrow.
Fears were entertained for him by
the sisters when he failed to put in an
appearance at the college, as Riéhard
was a boy of his word., Captain Judge
was asked to make dn investigation.
He found Richard had never been to
Baltimore. It also was revealed that
he was not seen at a drugstore in
H street, where he was to buy his
ticket to go to the Monumental city.
A city-wide search was instituted, but
no trace of the lad could be found.

Suspecting that the body of the
youth found slain might be that of
Duvall, Captain Judge drove over toL
Trinity College on June 10 to get one
of the employes, intimate with the
missing boy, to accompany him to the
District Morgue in an effort to iden-
tify the body.

And, as Captain Judge was talking
with one of the the sisters, along
rushed Webster with a copy of a
Washington morning newspaper, con-
taining an account of the finding of
the dead youth, in his hand. He
waved it, as he shouted to Captain
Judge: “I'll bet that's Duvall who
was killed and robbed!” :

“Yes, that's Duvall's body—I " bet
it is!" he exclaimed.

At the time Captain Judge failed to
pay particular significance to the
volunteered identification of the body.
Taking one of the employes in his
automobile, Captain Judge went (o
the District morgue. The body was
immediately identified as that of"
Duvall .

Betz Owned Pistol.

to Balti-
to buy

-4
an aunt and

third degree? No! Waebster sent for
me and volunteered to confess—and
ve never threatened to put him in 1[
sweat box—there is no such thing at|
I"olice Headquarters,” I

In police pariance the third degree,
is the process of examining a prigoner |
for the purpose of gbtaining informa-i

In the formal investigation, Cap-
iain Judge learned that Betz was an
intimate friend of Duvall—that Betz
had owned a pistol, that he had dis-
played it to employes ‘at the col-
lege. Rumor had it that Betz and
Duvall were together before the lat-

He said Hawkins,
had one and that he had warned him
against discharging it

tioned in
somewhat reticently admitted that on
the day that Duvall left apparently
for Baltimore,
weapon to Webster.

tol to me,” continued Hawkins,
it was empty.
it had five cartridges
bers,
with the cartridges.
y toying with the pistol and his ‘girl’
took them out for safekeeping.
wae afraid I would shoot somebody,’
he said.”

found was that of Webster. He as
well as Hawkins protested innocence
of any connection with the crime,

“Why should T kill little” Richard
when I have a daughter, about his
age?' asked Webster, without a quiv-
er of an eyelash,

But the detectives figufed during
their questioning of Webster that his
story did not ring true—that he was
shielding something from them. He
did not tell them, of course, that he
had not seen his daughter for ten
years—no, not then, He did not tel]
them that he had been convicted and
had served a year In prison at Co-
lumbus, Ohio, for burglary. He would
not tell them anything about his
early life.

Webater Borrewed Gan,
He denied ever having-a revolver,
the megro youth,

in his room.
and Hawkins were ques-
separate rooms. Hawkins

Webstdy

he had loaned the

“He told me,” said Hawkins. “that

he was going to visit, a woman and
that he had a ritval. He said his rival
had threatened his life if he ever
presented himself at the house again.
He wnmted to take the pistol to pro-
tect hi.uself.
tol,
no to shoot anyone.

1 let him have the pis-
but told him to be careflu and

“The next day he returned the pis-
llbut
When I gave it to him
in the cham-
I asked him what he had done
He said he was

‘Ehe

Elated Over Statement.
Elated over this statement from

zlawkins, the detectives went to Web-

tion. 1t iz sometimes ae:vn:npaniadlle: disappea:?d. . stenn. He denied at first baving had
by severe treatment. Detective Kellyjp ‘!;-‘ th‘-‘_ police went to the Marist |the pistol. Later he admittted bor-
denied that Webster had been severe-|'° '?H;i‘f]‘PTP “f.”‘ was employed and rowing it. He told the same story to
ly treated. He said Webster had madJe; '90% him into custody for examina-| .. police as to Hawkins. They told
cenflicting statements. When tranrli’(i'.l"""",_‘}{e,__“flf' quizzed and quizzed {0 “ihey would see the woman. It
he was willing to confess -nruhuhlyit,'a:"'l‘: }f"”“‘lfl‘.-‘ "'I'm"'_fr“m the day | -.s discovered ‘he had mnot been to
tn relieve his congcience, Kelly said, :‘j‘;]\_ lOu‘a ﬂ‘Tl _;_ "; A (’OIIPgE' :)s;:::- the woman's home as he had gt.]_ed....
Boy's Conscience Clear. |'[;m('.|,-_ gl.i’nmrl--n‘;o:l 1;?““]?:“::",].,(“;; she had not seen him for a week. He

But it is certain that Betz did not{of the erime onlV what had bpﬂ;!toid of leaving her home and going
Fave the murder on his consclenc |told him by the police. They were to seversl other places. He could
ther than what he clalms was putingt convinced. He was !ﬂ]ir‘;} from not give the names of anyone }rho
there by the perslstent accusations|(he college to the secene of the crime. knew him personsily sh@ who might
that he knew all about the crime and [He was asked to tell all about it |confirm his statements of his where-
the demands that he ™1 the truth i He said he knew nothing, abouts on the night of the killlng

Obtaining the confession from Web- !
sler and convinced of his guilt,
police eliminated Betz, who confessed
to at least six detectives, only to ye-!
rudigtht the admisgsions when it wa
cemanded of him to take them to the,
~pot -where he had recreted the pistol!

ALG the money which wae stolen from ;

the right shoe of Duvall after he had|
heen slain,

It was on the night of June T last
that voung Duvall was lured
Two davs later his
pierced body was discovered in the |
clump of woods near the Catholic Uni-1
versity by Edward Wall. a colored |
vouth, who was driving a cart on a
nearby road. Capt. Thomas Judge, of |
the Tenth precinct, was summoned |
and found a mystewy on hiz hands, |
He sent Duvall's body, unidentified
i1t that time, to the Distriet morgue.

Was Paid Salary.

In short order the wheels of
vestigation of the poliee department
began to hum." Plainclothes and uni-
formed men were rushed to the Tenth
precinet to unravel the brutal erime
They found that on June 7
had been paid his month's salary, and
that he had left the college about 5

the|

While BetZ was being questioned by
come policemen, others were scurryving
jaround trying to cheek up his story

to his i from him by one of the Fathers of
bullet- |

was fruitless—at least until a eir-
i cumsiantial chain of evidence had
been built up against Webster. I«
should be said that not all of the
policemen and detectives were con-

in- |

| howv

| lad who might confess to anytLhing
Nuvall |

Pixtol Taken From Him,

and attempled alibi, It was found, the
deiectives told him, to be riddled with
confilciions. This assured the police

of the possibility of his guilt, Jt was
learned that the pistol that Betz
owned at one time had been taken

dlarist College, where he was ein-
ployed. So, it was figured that ir
Betz had shot and killed his chum, he
must have had another pistol.

So Betz was prodded to tell the
“truth.” His attempt to convince th-
police that he was telling the truth

vineed of the boy's guilt—or, at Inuxt!
a2 participation in the crime. Some |
scouted the idea of the guilt of thel
declaring he was a weak-minded |

Bete Broke Doewn,
And Betz did confese. After having

| been persisiently urged to *“tell the
truth”™ and *“it will be betier for yvow
| to tell the truth.” he broke oiit with
the assertion that “yes, he had killed
Duvall.” |
Al intervals, for hours, he was ques-
tioned by detegtives after he made
the “conlesgion.” Some leit him, alter
recited in minute details how he
had zone to the woods with Iavals:,
shot and Kkilled him after a quarrel
ard then taking his money from his
shoe, shalkiing their hesads i doubt
Bui a coniession is a confession to
| aeieclives. They were not certain ol
his innoeense- -and he had confessed,
He confessed to all the detectives

HEN you stop
to realize that
your carpets

W

and rugs are worth twice as
much today as you paid for
them you areimpressed with
the importanceof taking the
hest care of them and saving
the needless wear and tear of
sweeping and beating.

More than ever before v
need an

Cleans Without
Beating
and Poundiny

For a free trial in vous
home. write or phone
ns today.

Electric Fixtures and
Appliances of All Kinds,

| wanted to Kknow, except what he had

done with the death dealing weap n |
that had taken the young lile of
Duvall, and the money that he had |
siolen from the bhoy At that mement
he was the most logical person to
have cominilled the erime. But after,
in lurid descriptions, he told

of the detlectives in groups and in

tturn of how he had killed and robbed
his chum, Betz, when asked about the
pistol and money, would repudiate his
former admissions.

|
each '
Up Against Stone Wall,

| The detectives realized thex were |
| up against a stone wall Without |
| more evidenee than the confession .l
| which was persistently repudiated, |
| they realized they recoull never con-
vict the boy, And finally thev gave
him up They became incredulons, |
| They began to doubt the --r.r.;‘.\_q_‘-‘._l‘I'
| And then Webster was taken into l
| custody. |
| Investigation revealed WBetz had |
lhorrnwr-d 10 ecents from on~ of the |
fathers at Marist Coallege the day |
after Duvall wa= killed Had he
robhed Tuvall, they econcluded. he

would not have borréwed the money, |
but later events turned to Wehster. |
And Betz was then eliminated from |
the case.

In this dark 2nd dull and gloomy
raom at the Tenth precinet oolice sta- |
tion, this boy of undeveloped brain,
whose mother is in an asyvlum, baffled
detectives, who racked their brain as

to whether or not to believe his con-
feszsion.
“Of course, T confessed, They

would nat believe me when 1 told them |

the truth.,” said Daniel. “Sa T lied to

satisefy them.” |
Searched for New Clues.

With the growing doubt «

of Betz, the

W the guilt

detectives hurried back |
to Trinity College in search of other
| clues that might help them in m-l
| raveling the mystery. Employes were
| questioned, particularly those \\'ilhi
{whom Duvall was in daily contact.

| The detectives were certain that the |
| motive for the kiMing was robbery.
| =0 they sought out those who might
| have knowledge that it was ecusto-
| mary for the lad to keep monev in his
shoe.

It was the detectives
aquestioning several  emploves
Captain Judze recalled the remark
made by Webster, overseer at the
farm, that he was certain the body
found was that of Duvall. So Web-
ster was taken into custody and rush-
ed to the Tenth precinct station. Wil-
liam Hawking, negro youth, also was

while were

that

727 12th St. N. W.
PHONE M. 4965.

arrested.
Protested Innocence,

Webster could not explain to the
satisfaction of the detectives as to

his expressed certainty that the body

were they true.
Rorrowed 83 From Sister.

It was learned that he had bo=-
rowed %5 from one of the Sisters a
few days before Duvall was killed--
an advance on his salary. He had
£17 in his pockets when arrested.

He denied the statement of a man
who said he saw him with Duvall ut
i o'clock on the night the bhoy wis
slain. He declared he Jleft Duvail
on the lawn on the coliege, and had

1919.

e Slafying. of Trinity College Bo

his way to Baltimore.

“I gave him $2 to buy me a shirt
while he was in Baltimore,' Webster
told the detectives.

The detectives began to ply nim
with demands for the t(ruth. They
believed he had
proved he had told many conflfiicting
statements as to his whereabouts on
the night that Duvall wea= slain.

Webster Weakened.
When the woman he said he had
visjted, and who had removed the

cartrides from the revolver, had
repudiated him, declaring she had
not seen him for a week, Webster be-
gan to weaken. Others repudiated
his statement that he had been seen
by them.

“You know you killed the boy?
Why den't you confess the truth?™
one of the detectives demanded. “You
have lied and lied. You know you
have lied.”

Webster began to tremble. The de-
tectives, keen on the scent of the
real slayer, felt he was about to con-
fess. And, he did make a confession,
| implicating Hawking, the negro farm
hand.

“Hawkins killed Richard,” he shot
out. “I didn't shoot him. Hawkins
planned it all. 1 just went along. I
carried the pistol, handed it to Haw-
kins, and he fired two shots at Rich-
ard, who fell dead. Hawkins then
handed me the pistol again, and 1
put it in my pocket. We then took

off Richard's shoe and took his

money—3$28—and divided it. Then
we went back to the college.”
Checked Up On Negre.

The detectives had been busy

checking up Hawkins movement on
the night that Duvall had been slain,
and they had practically eliminated
| him from the case.

The confession made Webster an
acessory, even though he did not fire
the fatal shots. He was told so. But
he remained stubborn, and stead-
fastly adhered te the story that Haw-
kins had killed the boy.

For three days Webster was ques-
tioned further at police headquarters,
at the Seventh precinct police station
and at the First precinct police sta-
tion. The detectives played on his
sympathiese. They asked if he recalled
his mother, hiz daughter—if he had
ever lied to either of them. But still
he insisted that Hawkins had killed
Duvall, -

ried the pistol, handed it to Hawkins
and again took It after he had killed
Duyvall? demandedypone of the deteec-
tives,

“Yes,” rejoined Webster.

“I‘don’'t believe you.”

“Vou know you did the shooting
not near you at the time,”
gested,

“No, Hawkins did the shooting. 1
only helped to rob him.”

“is this some of the money vyou
took from Duvall’'s shoe?’ asked one
of the detectives, as he presented
some bills, worn and much used which

it was sug-

L

lieu to them. They |

“You mean to tell us that you car-le
!

yourself, and know that Hawkins was |

possession.

| *“Yes, it looks like it,
took it from me—that
money.”

It is ir you

! Emptied Pistol

“Who took the cartridges ou: o.

{fr pistol? asked Imspector Clifford
Grant, chief of detectives,

“I did,” answered Webster,
|  “What did you do with them™

“T threw them into a sewer grating
in front of the college.”

Detectives hurried to the collegw
and recovered thz two empty shells in
the sewer, and the other three cart-
ricges on the grass near Webster's
rcom. Webster went along and
showed just where he had thrown tho
shells and cartridges. When they
kad been recovered he was taken to
the scene of the crime, but stubbornly
refused again to make an admission
of his own guilt. _

When taken into the rogue’'s gallery
at Police Headquartrs to have his
fingerprints and photograph taken,
Webster began to wince. It was
while Sergeant Sandberg. Bertillon
expert, was taking his finger prints
that Webster declared:

“You've got me now.”

“Gotcha? What you mean®™

“I was ‘pinched’ out in Columbus,
s0 1 suppose you will ind my finger
prints on record.” And. sure enmough,
tis finger prints were found, and his
record—that he had been arrested in

— e —————————— e

Skilled Dentist~
exactly what I 8o, for my work

fund
painless,

record for

before using.

it?

believed that the boy had gone on|the boy was known to have had in hialf?oluubu. Ohlo, for burglary, anid

| sy served a year's senitence.

| Webster complained
was Duvall’a! chilly when In the

| night

fore,

ccllege so he could
were no coat when arrested.

“Al right.” said Kelly. “come along .~
‘and he put Webster in na automob i,
the coat, and brought him bael

gol

1o Police Headgquarters,

“When 1 tell the truth about
thing I'm geoing to send for you
not going to tell those other
tives anything. You have been
to me, Detective Kelly,” Webster
when later taken to the First
cinct police station.

And he did.
good his promise. He sent
and told the story of how he
ately planned to rob
necessary,
sion of his salary and
knew Duvall kept his
right shoe and that he
to Baltimore,
perate beoause of need of
detectives having found that
drawn regularly his salary

eliminated

Duvel
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Black I.ealh‘er Tourist Case contain-
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toothbrush and
metal mirror, soap box, shaving soap,
shaving brush, taleum powder,

Black Walrus Leather Dressing Case,
lined with buff-colored leather and suit-
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Hair Brushes
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partment.

$5.00, $7.50 and $10.00
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military

case,

bottle for

file,
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]
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Men’s-Women’s Completely Fitted Tourists’ Cases

comb,

A Varied Display of Ladies’ Poc_‘ketbooks and Bags
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case, comb, nickeled mirror, tooth sll der, shaving brush, tooth brush 512 sary toilet articles of wunusual 336
brush and case " .............. and case ................ e N

Mocha Bag, one of the new oval shapes made with a cov.

rred frame, with an inside
hanging mirror. Lined with self-col-
ored fine moire. Thiz comes in the

new grays and beavers and

looks like Duvetyne

Chiffon Velvet
inches deep, trimmed with fine m

$8

Shopping Bag, nine /+ \

irror

and swinging inside pocket and fancy

silk linings. This comes in
navy, taupe and brown and has
the newest special snap top...

Branches in Norfolk, Va., and York, Pa.

black,

$10

winging pocket and =a

Franklin 6060

beveled

R. P. Andrews Paper Co.

| 727-731 Thirteenth Street

% M.’Qg?, Pt phas ji

w A



